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Whoever will take g Nu 


give away, fpall have Them at half Price; and if any. 
welt deſpoſed Perſons are willing to circulate thei, 

but do not care for the Trouble of diſtributing them 
properly, they mey leave their Contributions at the 
Bookſcller*s and they ſhall be faithfully applied. The 
uni ver ſal * that this Diſcourſe has met 
with obliges me to think that it makes ſome Impreſ- 


ſion upon thoſe who read it, and, conſequently, might 


1 fome Good, i it were propagated. Wherefore, 
I preſume, it wwill not be indecent in me if 1 propoſe 
it to the Conſideration of my Brethren, whether it 


may not be worth their while 10 recommend the Eu- 
couragement of it. 
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N.B. The Dedication is omitted in this Edition on- 


ly for the Sake of making room for ſome Additions 


tothe — | 


per of theſe Sermaus 40; 
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H Os EA, viii. ef : 
Iſrael hath caft off the Thing that is 
Good, the Enemy ſhall purſue him. 


Y the Thing that is Good, the Prophet 
means, the true worſhip of God; and, as 

a Puniſhment upon them for their Im- 
piety in departing from it, he tells them that 
the Enemy, (meaning the King of Aſſyria) ſhould 
purſue them and make a Prey of them: , 
The JUfraelites were the peculiar People of 
God, ſeparated from the reſt of the World by 
an expreſs Covenant between God and them; 
wherein were mutual Stipulations. God, on 
his Part; promiſed to take rhem under his more 
immediate Protection, and to grant them all 
kinds of temporal Felicity. The People en- 
gaged to acknowledge him as the only trus 
God, to worſhip him only, and to obſerve the 
Laws contained in the Covenant. But, toge- 
ther with the Promiſe of Bleſſings to their O- 
bedience; there was annexed a moſt dreadful 
Denunciation of Vengeance in caſe of Idolatry 
and Diſobedience. The Hiſtory of this Peo- 
ple is a Proof of God's Veracity ; of the cer- 
tain, Performance of his Promiſes, and as cer- 
tain an Execution of his Menaces. While 
they continued faithful, they were always protec- 
ted and bleſſed; whenever they revolted, they 
were as Conſtantly ſcourged, and at laſt; when the 
Meaſure of their Iniquities was full, when they were 
ripe for Vengeance; they were totally deſtroyed. 
But God is not the God of the Jews only; 
but alſa of the Ge ntiles. He is the univerſal 
King of the whole World, to whom all Man- 
__— kind; 


| (2) 
kind, by the immutable Law of Creation, owe 
Obedience; and as he is the Univerſal Go- 
vernour, he will not fail to manifeft his Domi- 
nion, and preſerve the Honour of his Authority, 
by ſome publick Acts of his Power. As . 
tional Creatures we are bonnd to the obſervance 
of ſuch moral Precepts as are the reſult of our 
Natures. As Perſons who live under the Light 
of anexternal Revelation, thoſe Natural Laws are 
bound upon us by a pœſitive Command, together 
with an Addition of particular Doctrines and 
Duties reſpecting the Nature and Worſhip of 
God: And, tho” the Sanctions of the Chriſtian 
Covenant be principally future Rewards and 
Puniſhments, yet, from God's moral Attributes, 
from his own Declarations; and from the Hi— 
ftory of his Diſpenſations recorded in the Bible, 
we may reaſonably infer that national Wicked- 
neſs and a caſting off of the Chriſtian Doctrines 
and Worſhip will be punifhed, in thts World 
as well as in the next, by ſome national Viſita- 
tion, tho? not ſo conſtantly and regularly as 
under the Fewiſh Diſpenſation, which was 
guarded in a particular manner by Temporal 
Sanctions. Upon this Belief it is that we are 
called together by publick Authority, and I 
hope it is upon the ſame ſincere Conviction, 
and not merely in compliance with a civil In- 
junction, that we are here aſſembled, in order 
to acknowledge the ſinful State of this Nation 
and the Addition that we have made to the 
Stock of national Wickednefs by our own per- 
ſonal Sins; to humble our ſelves before God for 
them ; to implore his Pardon, and to depre- 
cate thoſe Judgments which we have great Rea- 
ſon to dread, becauſe we ſo well deſerve them ; 
and to ſupplicate that Divine Afiſtance with- 
out which the greateſt human Wiſdom cannot 


promiſe its felt any Succeſs from its W 
and 


* 


63: 
and the greateſt human Force may prove mere 
Weakneſs and Impotency. | 
That we may in ſome meaſure anſwer the 
pious Intenſion of this folema meeting I ſhall 


Firſt, Obſerve to you, that publick Calami- 
ties are inflicted upon Communities by the 
Hand of Go p, either for their Correction and 
Reformation, or for their final Deſtruction. 


Secondly, J ſhall inform you, from the Autho- 
rity of God's own Word, for what Sorts of 
Wickedneſs He, in the conſtant Courſe of his 
Providence, has uſually puniſhed Nations with 
Temporal Calamities; in order 


Thirdly, To enquire into the Condition of 
our own Country, that we may judge what Rea. 
ſon we have to apprehend that we ſhall feel the 
vindictive Hand of the Supreme Being for our 
many and crying Sins. After which, I ſhall 


Fourthly, Offer you. my Sentiments very ho- 
neſtly and plainly concerning our Duty in our 
ſeveral Stations for averting God's Indignation, 
or mitigating the Severity of it. | 


Firſt, IJ muſt remind you, that publick Cala- 
mities are inflicted by the Hand of God, either 
for the Correction and Reformation, or for the 
final Deſtruction of a wicked People. 
It is perfectly agreeable to our natural Con- 
ceptions of the Wi Being to ſuppoſe, that 
He does concern himſelf in the Affairs of his 
Creatures; and we ſhould entertain very unwor- 
thy Thoughts of his Attributes if we did not 
believe it. It was owing to a falſe and low O- 
pinion of the Divine Nature that the Epicu- 
reans imagined God to be an inactive Being. 


For, had they conſidered how eaſy it is for 
| B 2 | Om 
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Omniſcience to attend to all the Actions and 
Thoughts of all his Creatures at the ſame Time, 
and how eaſy it is for Omnipotence to rule and 


direct them all, they could not have judged a 


Providence to be any Interruption to the Hap- 
pineſs of God; And if they had conceived juſt 
Nations of the Divine Goodneſs they would not 
have thought it below his Dignity, but perfect- 
ly agreeable to his tranſcendent Excellency, to 
govern Beings to whom it was not below him 
to give Exiſtence. And if God governs the 
World he will as certainly diſcover a Provi- 
dence to his Creatures, as he has manifeſted 
himſelf to be the Creator of the World. And 
as he is a Being of Infinite Juſtice and Holineſs, 
who cannot avoid having a natural Hatred of 
Vice, and Love of Virtue, he will countenance 
the one, and diſcountenance the other, in ſuch a 
ſolemn and publick Manner, as may vindicate 


his Juſtice and Holineſs in this World, as well 


as in the next. Tho? at the Day of Judgment 
only will be the final Retribution when every 
one ſhall receive his Reward or Puniſhment ex- 
actly proportionable to his Works; yet if fe 
ſhews that he does interpoſe in the Govern- 
ment of us, He muſt ſhew that He is a righteous 
Governour, by giving ſome Teſtimonies of 
his Love of good Men, and his Diſlike of 
wicked Men. Beſides, as the Purity and Holi- 
neſs of the Divine Nature muſt make God de- 
firous that Holineſs ſhould be promoted among 
Mien, and as Afii#1ons are a natural Means of cor- 
recting and reforming us, we may from thence 
conchude, that infinite Wiſdom will not neglect 
to make uſe of Inſtruments ſo well adapted to the 
Purpoſes of Improvement. All this is perfectly 
agreeable to our natural Apprehenſions of God. 
But the Doctrine of a Providence, and of God's 
ſending Af##70ns upon private Perſons and pub- 
R 1 
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ck Communities, theſe Points are eſtab liſhed 
in the Bible beyond Contradiction, with all 
ſuch as believe the Truth of it. Providence 
interpoſes much more particularly, as to pri- 
vate Perſons, than moſt of us imagine, fre- 
quently making our Vices the Means of correc- 
ting and puniſhing each other, without deſtroy- 
ing our Free Agency 3 and in the Scriptures are 
recorded many Inſtances of God's puniſhing 
particular Sins by being, Himſelf, the more im- 
mediate and open Executioner of his Ven- 
geance . But I am at preſent only concerned 
with publick Calamities. However, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that if God has fo often viſited, and does 
ſtill viſit particular Perſons, either in Mercy to 
reclaim them, or in order to make them Exam- 
ples of his Indignation, the Honour of his 
Authority and Laws ſeems to be much more 
concerned in the Chaſtiſement and Puniſhment 
of Societies and Communities. And, according- 
ly, all the World have been of Opinion that God 
does puniſh Nations in their publick Capacity 
and that National Calamities are the Effects o 
his ſpecial Providence; not by permitting 
Things to take their ordinary Courſe, but by 
directing them by an over-ruling Power ; in 
conſequence of which Opinion in Times of Na- 
tional Diſtreſs they have conſtantly had re- 
courſe to Sacrifices in order to appeaſe the Di- 

vine Wrath. FE | 
But let us hear the Declarations of God Him- 
ſelf. The Prophet Iſaiab fays, Ch. xxiv. 1. 
« Behold, the Lord maketh the Earth empty 
| 4 3nd 

* I cannot help taki 
Books upon Providence es | wy es of une 
Providence from Scripture, in Anſwer to Mr. Cub, by Mr. 
ackſon. The other is the Great Dean SHerlocb's Piece upon 


Trovidence ; which, in my Judgment, is one of the beſt and no- 
bleſt Books that ever was written by a mere Man, and worthy of 


any one's Peruſal, let his Knoywledge be ever ſo extenfive, 


changing the Properties of the Water, He 


(6) | 
* and maketh it waſte, and turneth it upſide 
& down, and ſcattereth abroad-the Inhabita nts 


© of the Earth,” Again, Ch. xlv. 7. I make 
& Peace and create Evil. I the Lord do all 


<* theſe Things.” To the ſame Purpoſe ſays 
Amos, Ch. iii. 6. Shall there be Evil in a 
City and the Lord hath not done it?“ And 
if from general Declarations, plain and full as 
Words can expreſs them, we turn to all the 
Inſtances of national and publick Calamities re- 
corded in the Bible, They are expreſsly aſcribed 
to the Interpoſal of Omnipotence. It was Gop 
that brought the Flood upon the World. It 
was Gop that rained down Fire and Brimſtone 
from Heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the Cities about them. It was Gon that inflict- 
ed ſo many Plagues upon Egypt; that over- 
threw Pharaoh and his Army in the Red-Sea ; 
that deſtroyed fo many Nations by the Hands 
of the Jſraelites. He ſays, that it was HE who. 
raiſed up ſo many Enemies to the Jews; who 

ve them up to the Sword; who ſent them 
into Captivity ; who viſited them with Peſti- 
lence, with Famine, with Drought, and other 
ſuch national Evils; which are in Scripture 
called God's Hoſt, and his Army. When the 
Prophets give us an Account of the DeſtruCtion, 
of Ninevy, of Babylon, and other Cities, God 
Himſelf is ſaid to be the Author of it. Various 
are the Ways by which God brings about theſe 
angry Purpoſes. He has all the Elements, all 
Nature at his Command, and without altering 
their Laws He can employ them in his Service. 
He has all the ſecret Inclinations and Affections 
of human Nature under his Inſpection and 
Controul, and without altering the Man can, 
alter his Purpoſes and direct his Paſſions; as we 
may turn the Courſe of a River without 


ſtirs 
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ſtirs up one ambitious Nation to puniſh another. 
He does not make that King, or People ambi- 
tions, but ſerves Himſelf upon their ambitious In- 
clinations, by directing where they ſhall operate, 
and facilitating their Succeſs by an inviſible Aſ- 
ſiſtance ; ſo that all ſuch Events are as proper- 
ly produced by Gov, and are as much his do- 
ing, as if He did them without the Mediation 
of ſecond Cauſes. This I apprehend to be the 
common Method by which God has governed 
the World. But fometimes he has interpoſed 
in a more abſolute Way; not by directing, but 
over-ruling, and ſtopping the ordinary Courſe of 
Second Cauſes, ſo as to hinder them from pro- 
ducing their natural Effects; as well as acting with- 
out them: As alſo, with Regard to Men's Paſ- 
ſions and Purpoſes, He has ſometimes ſuggeſted 
Deſigns, and at other times forceably hindered 
Deſigns from being put in Execution. Only this 
one Obſervation muſt conſtantly be borne in 
Mind, that God never ſo far over- rules free Agency 
as to force any Man to have wicked Inclinations. 


Secondly; Having ſhewn by undeniable Teſti- 
monies from Scripture, and by Arguments drawn 
from the moral Attributes of the divine Nature, 
that God has always viſited, and will always viſit 
wicked Nations with publick Calamities, either 
for their Reformation, or Deſtruction; our 
next Enquiry muſt be into the Account which 
the Scriptures have given us of the Sorts of 
Sins for which He has viſited Nations. I ſhall 
trace this Matter up to the firft publick Ven- 
geance that God took on Mankind by cauſin 
a general Inundation that ſwept away Man . 
Beaſt and every living thing that was upon the 
Earth, except thoſe few which He preſerved in 
the Ark. And we have this Account of the 
Keaſon why God took ſuch a ſevere Courfe with 
| * 1 = 
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the old World. And God ſaw that the 
& Wictedueſs of Man was Great, and that eve- 
& ry Imagination of the Thoughts of his Heart 
« was only Evil continually, and it repented the 
& Lord that he had made Man.” From whence 
it appears, that a General Corruption of Mind 
and Manners was the Occafion of the Flood. 

The ſame Reaſon is aſſigned for the Deſtruc- 
tion of Sodom and Gomorrah, And the 
Lord ſaid, becauſe the Cry (meaning by 
t That Expreſſion that the Heinouſneſs of 
« their Sins called aloud for Vengeance) is 
« very great, and becauſe their Sin is very 
& grievous, I will go down and enquire,” This 
Account agrees exactly with the former, in re- 
preſenting Vice and Wickedneſs in general as the 
Reaſon of their Deſtruction. 

Pharaoh and his People were deſtroyed for 
their Cruelties to the Children of — as Ba- 
bylon afterwards met with the ſame Fate, for that 
Reaſon in particular, tho' their other grievous 
Abominations conſpired to make them fit Ob- 
jects of God's Wrath. The Guilt of the Egyp- 
tiuns was aggravated to a very high Degree by 
diſputing the Sovereign Dominion of God, and 
refuſing to let the Jraelites go, notwithſtanding 

many miraculous Plagues which he wrought. 
for their Conviction. Hitherto the Reaſons of 
God's Judgments are General, ſuch Vices as 
all Nations may be equally guilty of, viz. Inf - 
delity, Rebellion againſt God, as the Governor 
of the World, cruel Oppreſſion, &c. | 
_ Exactly Correſpondent to this Account is that 
which Moſes gives of the Reaſons of the final 
Deſtruction of thoſe Nations which God de- 
ſtroyed by the Mraelites; which Reaſons Om- 
niſcience foreſaw when he promiſed to give 
them Poſſeſſion of thoſe Countries. Deut. ix. 4. 


E Speak not thou in thine Heart after that the 


« Lord. 
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te 10 thy God doth caſt them out from be- 


* fore thee, ſaying, for my Righteouſneſs the 
% Lord hath 2 me in to poſſeſs this 
5 Land, but for Wickedneſs of theſęe Na- 
« tions the Lord doth drive them out.“ 

The 1/raelites, though (as I have already ob- 
ſerved) there was ſomething peculiar in their 
Caſe on Account of their being in Covenant 

ith God, yet they were puniſhed for ſuch Sins 

had no Relation to their particular Circum- 
Fe, but for general Vices and [mmoralities ; 
not only for offending againſt God as. the God 
of Iſrael, but as the God and Lord of the 
whole World. We mult attend to the Relation 
which the Prophets have made of this Matter. 
Hear what 1 e ſays on this Head. Ch. ili, 14. 
„ The Lord will enter Judgment with the An- 
„ tients of the People, and the Princes there- 
* of; for ye have eaten up the Vineyard, the 
$6 Spoil of the Poor is in your Houſes. What 
„mean ye that ye beat my People to pieces, 
* and grind the Faces of the Poor, faith the 
© Lord God of Hoſts? Moreover, the Lord 
„ ſaith, becauſe the Daughters of Zion are 
„ haughty, and walk with ſtretched- out Necks, 
* and wanton Eyes, walking and mincing as 
they go, therefore the Lord will ſmite with 
the Scab, Sc.“ Hear the ſame Prophet de- 
nouncing the Judgments of God in the fifth 
Chapter, againſt his Vineyard, the Houſe of 
Iſrael, I will lay it waſte, it ſhall not be 
«©. pruned nor digged, but there ſhall come up 
« Briars and Thorns ; ; I will alſo command 
* the Clouds, that they rain no Rain upon it. 
„For the Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts is 
«© the Houſe of Iael, and the Men of Fudah 
his pleaſant Plant; and he looked for, Fudg- 
ment, but behold Oppreſſion ; for Righteouſneſs, 
* but behold: a Cry. — Wo unto .them that 
C Join 


Lay 
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&« join Houſe to Houſe, that lay Field to Field, 
« till there be no Place, that they may be 
e placed alone in the midſt of the Earth. — 
« Wo unto them that riſe up early in the Morn- 
“ ing that they may follow ſtrong Drink, that 
continue until Night till Wine inflame them. 
Therefore my People are gone into Captivi- 
6 ty.” In the xxii. Ch. of Ezek. ver. 6, &c. 
we have a recital of the Sins for which God 
th reatened to puniſh Feruſalem, viz. ©. ſhed- 
* ding of Blood, * ar. Parents, Oppreſſion, 
« vexing the Fatherleſs and Widow, deſpiſing 
« Holy Things, and profaning Sabbaths, In- 
ec ceſt, Extortion, unjuſt Gain, Adultery, Cc.“ 
Much to the fame Purpofe is Habbakuck's 
Charge againſt Chaldea, Ch. ii. In another Place 
the ſcant Meaſure and the Bag of deceitfut 
Weights are mentioned among other Vices 
that provoked God to puniſh them. If thefe 
Inſtances were not ſufficient I could cite Paſ- 


ſages for every Immorality, but I ſhall inſtance 


in but one more, and that ought not to be 
omitted, becauſe it is ſo ſeverely ſtigmatized as 
a Vice the moſt odious to God, and the Cauſe 


of the Ruin of private Perſons, and the Over- 


throw of Kingdoms. Says Jaiab, Ch. ii. 11, 
12. © The lofty Looks of Man ſhall be hum- 
& bled, and the Haughtineſs of Man ſhall be 
« brought down, and the Lord alone ſhall be 
« exalted in that Day. For the Day of the 
„ Lord of Hoſts ſhall be upon every one that 


is lifted up, and he ſhall be brought low — 


„uv. 21. Wo unto them that are wiſe in their 
oven Eyes, and prudent in their own Sight. 
% Rxiii. 9. The Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed 
« it, to ſlain the Pride of all Glory, and to bring 
into Contempt all the Honourable of the 
s Earth,” This is the conſtant Language of 
Seripture, In the 10th Ch. it is aid, that 

P ; . 
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* God would ſend the King of Aria to pu? 
= niſh the Jews for their Hypocriſy, and that 
«© after he ſhould have performed the whole 
* Work which God intended he would then 
e puniſh the ſtout Heart of that proud Prince 
c and the Glory of his high Looks, for ſay- 
cc ing, that he did it by the Strength of his 
* own Hand, and by his own Wiſdom. “ 

Since we ſee the Method of God's dealing 
with ſinful Nations, and for what Vices they 
have been chaſtiſed and puniſhed, it concerns 
us to look narrowly into our ſelves and ſee 
what Reſemblance there is between us and 
thoſe People who have felt the Rod of Afflic- 
tion, that we may prevent the like Fate by a 
timely Repentance. This is a Part of my Diſ- 
courſe which cannot be more offenſive to others 
than it is diſagreeable to my ſelf ; but probing, 
tho? it gives Pain to the tender Operator, as well 
as to the Patient,. is abſolutely neceſſary to a 
thorough Cure. 


_ Thirdly, But where ſhall | begin to draw the 
Compariſon ? Or where ſhall I find room for ſo 
large a Deſcription at the End of a Diſcourſe ?— 
If I could follow the Z/horemonger into his dark 
Receſſes, what Scenes of Lewdneſs and Ob- 
ſcenity ſhould I diſcover! Were I capable of 
ſeeing all the ſecret and indire&t Methods that 
are made ule of in the way of Trade and Buſi- 
neſs, I am afraid they would equal, at leaſt, the 
ſcant Meaſure and deceitful Weights which the 
Prophets complained of in their Times, Were 
we to examine the common Intercourſe of Men 
in the way of Acquaintance, and Friendſhip, 
we ſhould find Numbers of them as deceitful 
in their Profeſſions of Eſteem, as they are 
fraudulent and tricking in their Tranſactions; 
profeſſing the higheſt Opinion and the 15 
| | : — 
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eſt fntentions while they have the greateſt 
Indifferency, if not a Diſlike towards thofe 
whom they careſs, and, perhaps, are privately do- 
ing them ill Offices. | LA 

But why ſhould I waſte your Time in ima- 
gining what paſſes in ſecret, where no Eye, but 
that of Omniſcience, can penetrate, when our 
open Streets, our publick Places, and High- 
ways will afford ſo much Matter of melanchol- 
ly Complaint. Is it poſſible to ſtir out without 
having our Ears grated with Oaths and Curſes ? 
Thoſe Names which claim our moſt awful and 
affectionate Veneration proſtituted to the loweſt 
and moſt impertinent Uſes in Converſation, or 
ftill more infamoufly abuſed in wiſhing Damna- 
tion to themſelves and others ? The Profana- 
tion of the Sabbath the Scriptures every where 


_ repreſent as a Sin very provoking to God; 


and the Chriſtian Sabbath, though it be not to 
be obſerved in the ſame Manner with the Jewiſh, 
yet, as it is dedicated to Chriſtian Worſhip and 
other Religious Uſes, the Profanation of it 
muſt be altogether as criminal. And how 
Mamefully is it profaned among us, not only 
by neglecting the publick Worfhip on that 
Day, not only by neglecting to employ fome 
part of it, at leaſt, at Home in reading and 
meditating, but by taking unneceſſary Journeys 
and following ſecular Occupations, and that 
'openly too, without Moleſtation; while others 
privately miſemploy it in their own Houles ? 
Pablick Inns make no ſcruple of keeping their 
Doors open, and entertaining Company in Time 
of Divine Service; and, though the Law re- 
quires it, no body will offer to vifit them. In 
ſome of theſe Houſes of Entertainment there 
is ſuch Rioting as to be a Nuſance to their 
Neighbours, and yet no body will attempt to 


get them ſuppreſſed, or regulated. Backbiting. 


and 
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and flandering and every kind of uncharitable 
Cenſure are as frequent as if Humanity were 
no part of the Law of Nature, nor brotherly 
Love any part of Chriſtianity. Tale-bearing 
is ſo general, that many make it their Employ- 
ment; and there is fo little Regard to Truth, 
that you ſeldom ean depend upon any Thing 
that you hear. It is not a very agreeable Pic- 
ture that I have drawn, but it is a ſtrong Like- 
neſs; and, I fear, moſt other Towns in the 
Kingdom, as well as this, might have fat for it. 
But let us riſe from our low and obſcure Si- 
tuation, and remove the Enquiry into the Con- 
duct of Perſons in higher Life. To ufe the Pro- 
phet Jeremy's Words, Sarely theſe are poor, they 
are fooliſh, for they know not the Way of the Lord, 
nor the Fudgments of their God. I will get me unto 
the GREAT Men and ſpeak unto them. The others 
are illiterate and ignorant,but theſe by the Ad- 
vantages of their Education have had better Op- 
-portunities of knowing their Duty, and by rea- 
ſon of the great Bleſſings afforded them are un- 
der greater Obligations to perform it; But theſe 
alſo have broken the Yoke and burſt the Bonds. Ma- 
ny of them, far from making ſuitable Im- 
provements of their - Advantages, and grateful 
Returns to Providence, have abuſed them to 
the Purpoſes of Vice. Inſtead of being Exam- 
ples to thoſe who would be influenced by them, 
they are Patterns of Impiety and Irreligion. 
They not only live without God in the 
World, but deny his Being and Providence. 
They not only neglect all private and publick 
Prayer, a neceſſary Acknowledgment of our 
Dependance on our Creator, but make a Jeſt 
of the Duty. 'The Sabbath (as is too well 
known, thoſe Enormities being now made no 
great Secret of) is ſpent at Gaming Tables at 
their own Houſes, or more publickly ee 
k : 7 | y 
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by traveling on that Day, without the leaſt prez 
tence of Neceſſity, but in utter Contempt of 
the Conſtitution of our Country. This Impie- 
ty is become ſo common, about London in par- 
ticular, that our Roads are as full of Carriages 
and Horſes on a Sunday as on any other Day. 
And no wonder that Trades- people, ſome out 
of an Ambition to imitate the Quality and Gen- 
try, others out of Conveniency ſhould run in- 
to the Practice. They cannot give themſelves 
any other Day of Pleaſure without ſome Tem- 
poral Loſs; and as they cannot put Spiritual Ad- 
vantages into their Pocket and carry them to 
Market, it is natural for them to prefer what 
they can fee! and ſee and mnepotiate to inviſible: 
tho* infinitely ſuperior Bleſſings, Luxury an 
Voluptuouſneſs are become the Buſineſs of the 
Faſhionable and Politez and, as the neceſſary 
Conſequence of theſe expenſive Vices, becauſe 
the neceſſary Means of ſupporting them, a ge- 
neral Corruption has ſpread itfelf thro* the 
Land, to the Subverſion of all Principle and 
the publick Good. When the Luſt of Ambi- 
tion, or an intemperate Appetite towards Gran- 
deur, or Pleaſure rages; it ſoon eats out all 
Senſe of Duty, all Regard to the Community, 
to their Friends, or Relations; and every ge- 
nerous Conſideration muſt be ſacrificed to their 
narrow Attachment to their Scheme of preſent 
Enjoyment. And, to keep one another in Coun- 
tenance, they induſtriouſly labour to make 
People believe that Corruption is become a ne- 
ceſſary Expedient of Government. I wonder 
not at all that ſhameleſs Proſtitutes ſhould have 
the Aſſurance to advance any thing that will 
ſerve their Ends ; but I have been, even in this 
Age, a little ſurpriſed to hear Perſons of ſome 
Character and ſome Underſtanding turn Advo- 

cates for ſo wicked and ſo weak a Maxim; a 
7 e N Scheme 


(13) 

Scheme of Government that muſt in a little 
time defeat its own End. But, what is at pre- 
ſent my more immediate Concern to take no- 
tice of, ſuch Vices not only tend, in their na- 
tural Conſequences, to the Deſtruction of their 
Country, but God, as ſure as there is one, 
will vifit a Nation that is guilty of them. 
But there is another Sort of Covetouſneſs, or 
worldly Mindedneſs that is become as Epidemical 
as that above-mentioned ; and that, too, among 
Perſons of Character for moral Virtue. And, 
185 there is hardly any Vice more oppro- 

iouſly treated, or more ſeverely threatened 
with temporal as well as eternal Puniſhment. 
And there is very good Reaſon for it, becauſe 
it takes Poſſeſſion of the Heart and Affections, 
and draws them off from the Love and Service 
of God, For which Reaſon the Scripture calls 
it 1dolatry, a worſhipping and ſerving the Crea- 
ture more than the Creator, or at leaſt Sides 
him. Worſhipping any Thing is, Eſteeming, 
Loving, Serving, and Confiding in it as our 
principal Happineſs and Support. If they ſet 
up this Idol in their Heart, as the conſtant 
Object of their Thoughts, Wiſhes and Truſt, this 
is robbing God of that Honour and Love and 
Service which he claims as our ſupreme Lord 
and ſupreme Good. Men of this Turn, what- 
ever Principles they may habitually entertain, in 
Speculation, will, occaſionally, act in Oppoſition 
to them in favour of their darling Scheme of 
acquiring Riches, Tho“ theſe Men are not 
more criminal in the Sight of God than thoſe 
who deſire Wealth in order to conſume it up- 

on their Luſts, or to ſupport their Grandeur, 
yet they act more abſurdly and fooliſhly. The 
Senſualiſt and the Ambitions propoſe ſome rea- 
ſonable End to themſelves in getting Riches, 


for they do it that they may have the Means of 
TOR | gratify, 
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gratifying a Paſſion that has ſome real Founda- 
tion in their Nature, whereas the Muckworm, 
who ſo aſſiduouſly purſues his worldly Schemes, 
only that he may get poſſeſſion of ſo much more 
Money, and leave ſo much more behind him, 
can receive no other Pleaſure from ſuch Acqui- 
fitions than-what conſiſts in fatisfying an unna- 
tural Appetite that is perpetually torturing him. 


A Man that has a continual Thirſt upon him 


gratifies his Palate while he is drinking, but 
that Pleaſure will not compenſate for the con- 
ſtant uneaſineſs of Craving. But I am not ſo 
much concerned in the Folly, as in the Victed- 
zeſs of this Vice. If they could thus gravely 
play the Fool without hurting others I would 
be contented to leave them to the Enjoyment 
of their childiſh Amuſements, but they are in- 
jurious to Society, as well as to their. own Souls, 
in that they will often be wanting in their Du- 
ty to their Neighbour and the Publick, and by 
encreaſing our National Wickegneſs help to bring 
down the Anger of Heaven upon us, and ob- 
Brut? the Succeſs of our Deſigns for \ the public 


Good. For can we expect that God will go out 


with our Fleets and Armies unleſs we look upon 
him as our beſt Friend and Benefactor, and render 
ourſelves worthy of hi Protection by eſteeming 
and loving and ſerving him above all things. 

I muſt obſerve farther upon this Head, that 
thoſe who have no Proſpect of accumulating 
Mealtb, may be worldly-minded, Their Hearts 
and Affections may be equally engaged in the 
purſuit of the Comforts, or Neceſſaries of Life, 
as if they aimed at the . greateſt Opulency ; and 
ſuch a degree of Auxiety and Sollicitude is equal- 
ly inconſiſtent with the Love and Service of 
God. And this ſort of Worldly-mindedneſs ſhews 
its ſelf in the loweſt Tradeſman, in the Farmer, 
in the Artifcer, and the Day-Labourer, .. 
3 | i There 
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There is another Vice (and that, too, of ſo 
very offenſive a Nature, that God is ſaid 7o ſer 
bis Face againſt it) more epidemica] than any 
other ; a moſt intemperate Opinion of our own 
Worth and Excellency, which naturally pro- 
duces, on one hand great Want of Decorum 
towards our Betters, and on the other the great- 
eſt Diſdain and Inſolence towards Jaferiors. 
The former are impatient under a State of De- 
pendency and Subordination ; the latter are ſo jea- 
lous of the moſt diſtant Approaches towards a 
Ri valſbip that they will hardly allow thoſe below 
them to be of the ſame Order of Beings. The 
one, inſtead of that Protection and Support 
which are the End of ſuch Diſtinctions in Civil 
Life, make uſe of them only as Inſtruments of 
Oppreſſion and Tyranny, or as the Means of 
gratifying their oſtentatious Vanity. The other 
rom the ſame Principle, tho? with a worſe Grace, 
refuſe to pay that external Reſpect without which 
no Diſt inction, conſequently, no Order can be 
preſerved in Society. If we turn our Eyes to- 
wards the Devaſtations that have laid waſte King- 
doms, or that now rage in many Parts of Europe, 
the effuſion of Blood, the Ruin of Millions, all 
the dreadful havock that War makes in a Coun. 
try; whence originally comes all this Miſery ? 
Comes it not hence? From Ambition, which is 
the genuine Offspring of Pride ? From the fame 
Fountain flow moſt of the Hergſies and Schiſms 
that have diſturbed the Peace and broken the 
Unity of the Chriſtian Church. If we deſcend 
to the Broils in a Neighbourhood, or the more 
private Quarrels in Families, among Friends and 
Acquaintance, they are generally occaſion'd by 
Conteſts for Superiority, or Precedency ; by ima- 

ined Afronts, and the omiſſion of ſuch Inſtances 
of perſonal Reſpect as Men's high Opinion of 
their own Merit challenges as their juſt De- 
| | D mands z 
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mands; and as almoſt every one over-rates 
himſelf, it is impoſſible but that this muſt 
occaſion Differences and Heats amongſt them. 
And can we wonder that God ſhould de- 
clare himſelf an open Enemy to a Vice that 
is ſuch an Enemy to Mankind, in all the 
various Stations and Circumſtances of Life? 
So derogatory to his Honour, who placed us 
all in our ſeveral Poſts that we might contri- 
bute our Share towards the general Good, and 
See the Happineſs of each other? So un- 
ecoming Creatures wholly dependent for the ir 
very Being and Subſiſtence, and accompanied 
with ſuch Imperfections and Vices as are juſt 
matter of Humiliation and Shame? So much up- 
on a level with one another, as to all the eſſen- 
tial Pegfęctions and Advantages of human Na- 
ture, that there is very little room for Triumph 
or Boaſting: All made out of the ſame Maſs of 
Clay, in the ſame Shape, with the ſame Facul- 
ties of Mind and Powers of Body : all in the 
Image of God, and equally capable of higher 
Degrees of Participation of it here: All equally 
Heirs of Eternal Glory and Happineſs hereafter, 
when ſuch little Diſtinctions as ariſe from our 
external Circumſtances ſhall ceaſe, and no other 
Difference be made between the Emperor and 
the Beggar, but what relates to their Piety and 
Virtue. Tt is a beautiful Obſervation of the Son 
of Syrach, as beautifully expreſſed, that Pride was 
not made for Man. And, yet, all Men are proud. 
Strange! Nothing but Experience could con- 
vince us of the Univerſality of this unnatural 
Piſeaſe of the Mind, or of the poſſibility of its 
zrowing out of Cauſes, ſeemingly ſo incapable of 
roducing it; a Tile, a Pedigree, Dirty p 4444 or 
Dirt in other Forms, made harder and more 
ſhining ; all of them quite foreign to our Na- 
ture, and utterly unable to enrich it with a ſingle 
| | Virtue, 
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Virtue, or one real Perfection. Pride and He- 
pendency ! Pride and Ignorance ! Pride and Vice! 

ow inconſiſtent! how abſurd! how ridicu- 
lous ! how provoking! Will not God ſtain the 
Pride of ſuch imabinary Glory? Will he not 
humble the lofty Looks, mortify the Vanity, 
and chaſtiſe the Inſolence of ſuch a Vice? 

There is another Vice too common amongſt 
us, which is both the Growth and Parent of ma- 
ny others; I mean, the Abuſe of Patronage. In 
a Treatiſe on that Subject I proved, beyond 
Contradiction, that it is a Truf, and, conſe- 
quently, that Patrons are not at Liberty to diſ- 
poſe of their Preferments arbitrarily, but are 
obliged, in Conſcience; to have a conſtant Re- 
gard to the Znds for which thoſe Endowments 
were granted, and to the equitable Claims of 
Merit and Capacity. Patrons are Truſtees for 
the Clergy, to give them their proper Wages 
and Reward ; they are Truſtees for the People, 
to provide them ſuch Paſtors as are moſt able 
and willing to teach them their Duty; they are 
Truftees for Religion, to nominate ſuch Perſons 
as are molt likely to promote it. If, therefore, 
very large Portions of ecclefiaſtical Endowments 
be given to thoſe whoſe Services in the Church 
have deſerved a much leſs Share of them, while 
others who have merited more are but meanly 
provided for, here is a Miſapplication of pub- 
lick Money, and Injuftice done to thoſe whoſe 
Labours entitle them to it. If at any Time 
a Perſon ſhould be promoted to a Preſer- 
ment, not becauſe he was fitted for it, but 
becauſe the Preferment was fit for him, the 
People who are to be inſtructed by him muſt be 
great Sufferers in their religious Concerns, and 
the Intereſt of Religion muſt ſuffer with them. 
The Abuſe of this very important Truſt is of 
a complicated Nature, the Guilt of it propor- 
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tionably aggravated, and the Conſequences of it 
highly pernicious in many Reſpects. I could 
ſay a great many ſevere Things on this Head, 
which I would defy all the Wit of Man to gain- 
ſay, but I have ſuggeſted Hints ſufficient to 
put conſcientious Perlons upon thinking of it 
in a very ſerious Way. The Commonneſs of 
a Practice may leſſen People's Abhorrence of 
it, and the Number of Offenders may ſerve to 
keep one another in Countenance ; but neither 
Practice, nor Numbers, nor Characters, nothing 
can alter the Nature of Things, I am fully con- 
vinced that the Abuſe of this Truſt has been 
one of the grand Cauſes of the Decay of Re- 


| ligion, and that a conſcientious Diſcharge of 


it would be one of the moſt likely of all 
natural Means of recovering it. I ſhall add 
no more than this, viz. that at the great Tri- 
bunal at the laſt Day all Patrons will be. 
aſked ſome Queſtions which many of them 
will not be able to anſwer, in any other Way 
than by Silence and Confuſion. 

But there is a Vice behind, more flagrant, 
more provoking and daring than any that I 
have mentioned, which, I fear, is not ſo un- 
common as it is heinous, Every Vice is an act 


of Diſobedience to the Authority, and inju- 


rious to the Honour of God. The neglect of 
Prayer, eſpecially of publick Worſhip, is refu- 
ſing to make an Acknowledgement of his Pro- 
widence, and is tempting him to leave us deſti- 
tute of his Protection and Bleſſing. An actual 
Denial of his Exiſtence and Government is a 
Kind of voluntary Outlawiry; but to acknow- 
ledge his Being, and bid open Defiance to his 
Power, this is an Inſult that not only de- 
ſerves, but demands Correction, and challenges God 
to make bare his Arm and ſend the audacious 
Rebel into the next World to repent in Chains of 
; Darkneſs. 
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Darkneſs. Of this outrageous Nature is the Sia 
of Perjury; and of the commonneſs. of this outra- 
geous Vice our Places and Offices, not to ſay our 
Courts of Juſtice, are a ſtanding Witneſs. I 
my ſelf often hear People talk of taking an 
Oath, as of a Matter of Form, and of an in- 
different Nature; and I am well informed, that 
it is become a cuſtomary thing with Perſons to 
take an Oath, not only without due Seriouſneſs, 
but even in a ludicrous manner, as if it were a 
Trifle below a grave Reflection. And, conſi- 
dering the heedleſs Temper of Mankind, the 
frequency of Oaths, and the ſlovenly manner of 
adminiſtring them, it is the leſs to be wondered 
at that Men ſhould loſe that Awe with which 
ſuch a ſolemn act of Religion would naturally 
ſtrike their Minds. I make no ſcruple to de- 
clare that this is a Scandal to our Conſtitution, 
and the greateſt Injury to the publick Welfare. 
For what can be more irreligious than to leſſen 
the Reverence of Oaths? Or what can be more 
injurious to the. Society than to deſtroy their 
grand Security for all the Bleſſings of it? One 
can hardly tell which to wonder at moſt in mo- 
dern Policy, the Wickedneſs, or the Folly of it. 
Great Pains have been taken to weaken the In- 
fluence of Oaths by ruining Religion, and yet at 
the ſame time they have been multiplying them 
while they do every thing that may render them 
inſignificant. But there is one thing more to be 
admired than even their egregious ickedneſs, or 
Folly ; I mean, the Goodneſs of God, not only in 
bearing ſo much with ſuch daring Impiety, 
but in reſtraining the Licentious, who have no 

Reſtraints from Conſcience, but many Tempta- 
tions from Nature and Condition, often to ſwear . 
their fellow Subjects out of their Fortunes, their 
Lives, or Liberties. To this over-ruling Power 
is it owing, that, when Bribery and SHES, 
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of Evidence are fo much practiſed, and there is 
ſuch a general Inclination to receive Bribes, the 
Conſequences are not more fatal. I hope the 
Legiſlature, for the Honour of their Maker, 
out of regard to the Good of the Publick, and 
their own Safety, will conſider how to recover 
to Oaths their due Reverence and Force. In- 
deed, all other Methods muſt be ineffectual un- 
leſs Men have a juſt and awful Senſe of God; 
but the making this Appeal to him ſo very 
common and familiar neceſſarily tends to weaken 
the ſolemnity of it. Beſides, taking auneceſſary 
Oaths is Vain Swearing z and all Oaths are un- 
neceſſary where the Ends of Society may be 
anſwered without them. And that this is the 
Caſe, will appear from what I have obſerved 
concerning the neceſſary Effects of Familiarity. 
For, if this renders them cheap, their Force in 
general being weakened, the Society will loſe 
more in Matters of great Weight than it can 
gain in leſſer ones. 705 
The next and laſt Article that I ſhall mention, 
tho? it be not in its Nature ſo exceeding ſinful, 
nor in its Conſequences ſo fatal, is, however, very 
criminal, argues a very great Want of Religion, 
and makes all the other Vices the more danger- 
ous, becauſe it makes a Reformation the more 
difficult; 1 mean, a general Unconcernedneſs a- 
bout theſe Things; for unleſs Men have ſuch a 
Feeling and warm Senſe of them as to have a 
their Indignation raiſed and their Fears awaken- 
ed, it is impoſſible that they ſhould exert 
themſelves in their ſeveral Capacities with pro- 
er Vigour. But what Signs do we ſee in their 
ehaviour and Conduct of their being thus in- 
wardly affected? We know in what Manner 
the Paſſions of Anger and Hatred expreſs 
themſelves, by Looks and Words in other In- 
ſtances; and if they were heartily igcenſed a- 
| | gainſt 
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| pink Vice, 490 had a uſt B of 1. thoſe 
Paſſions would ap in the lame MN 
upon that Occaſion. I Men have any other 
Intereſt at Heart we know with what Induſtry 
and Earneſtneſs, with what Courage. and Per- 
| ſeverance they will purſue it; and the fame 
near Concern for the Intereſt of Religion 
and Virtue would produce as great Activity = 
Reſolution in promoting them. We know how 
tender Men are of the Reputation of an earthly 
Friend, or Benefactor; how quick to reſent, 
how forward ta revenge any Injury done to it; 
and ſhould not their Concern for the Honour 
of their Creator and Redeemer be proportiona- 
bly greater, as he is ſo much kinder tg us than 
it is poſſible for us to be to ane another? But 
is this commanly the Caſe ? Or, rather, do we 
not uſually ſee the very reyerſe of it? When 
a Man hears another ſwear and curſe, does he 
ſeem ſo much affected? Is he equally ready to 
do Juſtice upon the Offender for fo great an In- 
dignity: offered to God? Nay, does he ſeem 
to take Notice of it at all, with any Grief, or 
Indignation ? And, as to any Attempt towards 
getting him puniſhed, it is ſo unuſual a Thing, 
that the very Singularity of it renders any In- 
formation diſreputable. Does any other Vice 
occaſion a juſt Grief and Reſentment ? On the 
contrary, as far as I have ſeen of Mankind, 
they are, moſt of them, perfectly indifferent 
and unmoved, If they do expreſs any Diſlike, it 
is with the greateſt Coldneſs. If they make any. 
Attempt towards ſuppreffing it, they do it with | 
the greateſt Indolence ; are ſoon tired, ſoon 
diſcouraged by the Appearance of Trouble, of 
P. of Danger, or Expence. As to the 
;onſequence of the Prevalency of Impiety and 
| een upon the Welfare of the Society, ei- 
ther from their natural Tendency, or from tho 
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Judgments of Heaven, few ſeem to be affected with 
any Apprehenſions of that Kind. They are as in- 
ſenſible of its pernicious, as are they of its odious 
Nature. 4 l 1 

And, now, this being a true Account of the 
general Diſpoſition of the Nation, of ſome of 
the beſt Part of it, (for many are profeſſed 
Friends to Vice, and Enemies to Virtue; very 
induſtrious to diſcountenance the one, and pro- 
pagate the other) what a melancholy Proff ect 
does it afford to a conſidering Perſon? What 
Reaſon have we to expect that God will give 
himſelf any Concern for the Safety and Welfare 
of a Nation who are ſo unconcerned for his Ho- 
nour? Nay, what Reaſon have we not to fear that 
he will make an Example of ſuch Hypocrites, 
who pretend to have a Senſe of Religion while 
they do little or nothing to ſhew it? And our 
Danger, as J obſerved, is the greater becauſe 
there is hardly a poſſibility, in the ordinar 
Courſe of things, but that we ſhall grow works 
and worſe for want of the common Means of 
Reformation. The poorer ſort of People are 
ſo illiterate that it is difficult to give them any 
Notion of Religion; the 1 ef the 
faſhionable Claſs are as much above it, as the 
others are below it. The former are almoſt in- 
capable, and the latter are as impatient of any Ad- 
vice, or Improvement, and take care to pre- 
vent ſuch Uneaſineſs by keeping out of the way 
of it. What little Religion remains in the Na- 
tion lies in the middle Region, but it is very 
much impaired by its Communication with two 
ſuch infectious Borderers. If their Principles, as 
to the great Articles of Faith, be not corrupted, 
they have given themſelves very little trouble to 
enquire into the Grounds of their Belief; if they 
keep clear of gros Immoralities, they are at a 
much greater Diſtance from Chriſtian Perfection. 


It 
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It is, in ſhort; rather a negative Religion, than any 
thing real and ſubſtantial; an Abſtinence from Evil, 
without learning to do well. And if we make it ne- 
ceſſary for God to viſit us for our Sins, our Viſita- 
tion will be the heavier, becauſe our Sins are great- 
ly agravated by reaſon of the ſingular Advantages 
and the extraordinary Meansof Improvement with 
which God has bleſſed this Nation. If Men be ig- 
norant here, it is under the greateſt Light that any 
People in the World enjoy; the Word of God in 
every one's Hands; the beſt helps towards under- 
ſtanding itz and the greateſt yariety of the moſt 
excellent Books written in Explanation of the Doc- 
trines and Duties of Chriſtianity. If they be with- 
out the Aſſiſtanceof God's Grace to enlighten their 
Minds and mend their Hearts, it is under all the 
Means that can be had; our Religion profeſſed in 
its greateſt Purity, and the Sacraments duly ad- 
miniſtered. 

Thus I have taken Notice of ſome of the moſt 
notorious and provoking of our National Vices. 
God knows, I could have made the Catalogue much 
longer, but the Reckoning, as I have ſtated it, is 
heavy and black enough to awaken our Fears. Com- 
pare our publick Condition with the State of thoſe 
Nations who have been chaſt iſed by the avenging 
Hand of God, and then tell me whether we have 
not too much Reaſon to expect the ſame Fate. If 
any one be difpoſed to differ with me, let him, if 
he can, diſprove any of the Propoſitions that I have 
laid down, concerning God's moral Attributes, the 
Hiſtory of his providential Diſpenſat ions, the State of 
the Nation, or the Concluſion drawn fr 7. om them. As 
for the Exiſtence of aGod, I defy all the Infidels to 
account for their own Exiſtence without ſuppoſing 
a firſt Cauſe, An eternal Succeflion of finite Eiings 
is a Contradiction in Terms. It is aſſerting that 
there is ſomething Eternal, ſomething which ne- 
ver had any Beginning, and me that there never 
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was any thing but what had a Beginning. — The 
Exiſtence of a firſt Cauſe being proved, his Attri- 
butes are eaſily deduc'd. For the Truth of the 
Scriptures, I refer them to the four Marks in Mr. 
Leſh's Short Method with the Deiſts, which have 
never yet been anſwered by them, nor ever-will 
That a Being, immutable in his Nature, ſhould 
act invariably after the ſame manner in the ſame 
Circumſtances, muſt be acknowledged to be a 
moral Neceſſity. —That there is too great a Simi- 
litude of Circumſtances, no one who has read his 
Bible and knows any thing of the World, can de- 
ny. The Concluſion, therefore, may be very ſafe- 
ly left to ſhift for its ſelf. 

When I ſpeak of the corrupt State of the Na- 
tion I do not mean to aſſert that there are not 
many particular Inſtances of warm and active 
Piety in it, but thoſe Inſtances will not difprove 
my general Account, or deſtroy the Uſe that I 
make of it. | 

It may be objected that other Parts of Chriſten- 
dom are in a more depraved Condition than we 
are. Be it ſo. What then? This only ſhews 
that they are the more likely to fit themſelves for 
a total Deſtruction, but not that we are the leſs 
likely to be ſeverely corrected. | 

I am inclined, for Reafons which I aſſigned in 
my Sermon * before the Commons laſt 29th of 
May, to hope that God, in Mercy, will not ſuffer 
us to go on and fill up the Meaſure of our Iniqui- 
ties, and therefore ſince we are beyond the reach 
of ordinary Means to reclaim us, there is the 
more Reaſon to think that kind Providence, like 
a good Father, will give us fome proper Cor- 
rections to awaken and ſoften us. However, 
as we know not the Time of his Viſitations, 
it is our Buſineſs to endeavour to appeaſe 
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the Divine Wrath, to try to avert thoſe impend- 
ing Judgments which hang over our Heads, and 
obtain the Divine Protection which is neceſſary 
to the Safety of all States. And, therefore, I 

ſhall conclude with telling you what I appuehend 
to be your Duty on this Occaſion, © 

If I were ſpeaking to Gentlemen of large For- 
tunes and extenſive Influence, I would adviſe 
them to make uſe of all the Adyantages of their 
Situation to reſtrain Vice and promote Virtue, 
to countenance all good Undertakings, and aſſiſt 
thoſe who have Honeſty and Zeal enough to en- 
gage in them; to be Examples of Integrity and 
Piety to their Inferiors ; to keep up a Senſe of 
Religion in their Families, which cannot fail of 
ſpreading itſelf, not only among their Children 
and Servants, but among their Tenants and Neigh- 
bours; particularly to be conſtant in their At- 
tendance upon publick Worſhip, which is the great 
Means of Religion, and the moſt likely Way 
to procure the Bleſſing of Providence upon the 
Community. os 
If I were addreſſing myſelf to any in the Ma- 
giſtracy, I would exhort them to uſe their Au- 
thority as well as their Credit, for the Service of 
Religion and Virtue, for by ſuch a Behaviour 
they will act as becomes their Station. Who- 

ever promotes Religion and Virtue, and checks 
Vice moſt, will execute his Commiſſion the moſt 
faithfully : And, however the Indolent and the 
Timorous may flatter their Conſciences into a 
falſe Peace, they muſt be anſwerable for all the 
Good that by their Vigilance and Activity they 
might have done, and for all the Evil that they 
might have prevented. 

But, though you, my Brethren, are not clothed 
with Civil Power, you have, all, ſome Influence 
in your Families, and in your Neighbourhood. In 
your Families, you have ſome Authority over your 
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Children and Servants z among your Neighbors 
x Acquaintance, you have the Influence of your 
ntereſt and Credit. The former you can com- 
mand; the latter you can prudently reprove and 
adviſe : And every one, let his Station be what it 
will, is oblig'd to uſe all poſſibla Means, in his 
Power, to promote Piety and Virtue, and the 
Happineſs, of his Brother. Thou ſhalt in any wiſe 
rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him 
this Precept is not reſtrained to the Clergy, but ex- 
tends itſelf to all Mankind. The Law of Charity 
binds it upon you. If you ſaw any one in Danger of 
falling into a Pit, or down a Precipice, would you 
not endeavour to prevent his Ruin? Much more 
ought you to endeavour to prevent his eternal De- 
ſtruction. Every one prays, that God's Will may be 
done on Eatth as it is in Heaven, and is not every 
one bound to do every Thing in his Power towards 
the Succeſs of his Prayers? The Laws of Society 
lay a farther Obligation upon you to uſe your ut- 
moſt Endeavours to promote Religion and Virtue; 
as neceſſary to ſocial 3 85 ; and the preſent 
Times call for all your Induſtry, Prudence and Vi- 
our. The Kingdom is very wicked. Cities and 
arge Towns are the moſt corrupted. In this 
Place, I am ſure, there is much Vice, among the 
lower Sort, and many Diſorders; and much might 
be done towards reſtraining and regulating them, if 
thoſe of the beſt Underſtanding and moſt Weight 
among you, would enter into concerted Meaſures, 
and heartily join in putting them in Execution. I 
muſt deal plainly with you, and tell you, that the 
Reaſon why you do not fet about it is, becauſe you 
have not a quick and tender Senſe of your Duty. 
If you had but half as much Zeal for the Honour 
of God, and the Intereſt of Religion, as you have 
for your own Credit and Intereſt ; if you were half 
as intent upon ſerving your Maker, to whom you 
owe every Thing, as you are to get Money, 2 
wou 


. 
would try all poſſible Means to prevent the ipfa. 
mous. Prophanation of the Sabbath in this Town, 
and rectify other Irregularities, that are not only a | 
Reproach to a Chiſtian, but a Scandal to any Civif | 
Society. I have aſſured many, of you, that I am, 3 
ready to concur with you; but an Attempt of that 1 
Nature, without your Aſfiſtance, would be attend- 9 
ed with no other Effect than the Loſs of that E. 
ſteem and Affection, which alone can give me any 
Influence among you. For my ore Sake, I'ſhould, . 9 
be loth to loſe them, becauſe they, are my Comfort | 44 
and/my Glory. For your Sakes, like wiſe, Iam very "LY 
deſirous to preſerve them, as they give me the more 

Power to do you good. But while Iam labourin 

to perſuade you to reform others, I muſt Rad 
you that the Reformation muſt begin, where Cha. 
rity always begins, and too often ends, at Home, 
If.you mean to prevent the Prophapation of 'the' 
Sabbath, you muſt keep it your ſeſves, If you mean. 

to perſuade others to be conſtant at Church, you 
muſt ſet the Example, as welt as give Adyjce. 

If you mean, with any, Succeſs, to regulate, diſar- 
derly Houſes, they will expect to fee Temperance 

and good Order in your awn Houſes and Beha- 
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viour. 5 | 

My Brethren, I have now diſcharged my own. 
Cenſcience in telling you your Duty. If you will 
ſtill remain idle and unconcerned for the Honour 
of God, the Intereſt of Religion, and the Good 
of your Neighbours, your Blood will be on your 
own, Heads, ſee ye 19th, . 

Before conclude, I muſt direct myſelf to thoſe 
whoſe Circumſtances may not, perhaps, give them 
much Influence over others. ] muſt inform them, 
that they may do ſomething towards averting 
God's Judgments, by reforming their own Fami- 
lies and themſelves, which can hardly fail of ha- 
ving ſome Effect upon their Acquaintance 3 how- 
ever, it will give them an Intergt with the . 
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mighty. The loweſt Artiftter, the Farmer, the 
Day-labourer, any one may be juſt, and tempe- 
rate, and honeſt, and pious. Even the Beggar, 


tho? clothed in Rags, can have his Mind adorned 
with the Robes of Righteouſneſs. He can ſend up 


his Prayers for his Country with as much Faith 


and Ardency as the greateſt Monarch, and his 
Prayers will as ſoon be accepted at the Throne 


of Heaven. By thus uniting together in a good 


Life, and a conſtant Courſe of Devotions, we ſhall 


have a ſtanding Force much more impenetrable. 


than the cloſeſt Phalanx, much more powerful 
than Fleets and Armies, and all the Implements 
of War, We ſhall then make Omnipotence our 
Friend; and who can thunder with a Voice like 


his ? If God be for us, who can be againſt us? If 


this Nation were, all, /raly Chriſtian, ſtriftly pious 
and viriuoyus, I ſhould be under no Apprehen- 
ſions from a Junction of all the Powers on Earth 
againſt us, I would take up the Conſolation of 


the Prophet, „Say ye not a Confederacy, to all 
e them to whom this People ſhall ſay a Confede- 


& racy z neither fear ye their Fear, nor be afraid, 
% Sanctify the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and let 
„Him be your Fear, and let Him be your Dread. 


„ Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in the 


„ Lord JEHOVAHISEVERLASTING 
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To Him be aſcribed all Honour, Might, 
Mejeſty, and Dominion. 
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